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The Disobedient Child 
By. THOMAS INGELEND 


Copies of this play, one of the rarest and best of the pre- 
Shakespearean dramas, and of which apparently there was 
only one edition, are in the British Museum (C. 34, c. 35) 
and in the Bodleian Libraries. Another copy turned up in 
“* the Irish find” of 1906, and when brought to auction-sale 
was bought by Mr. Quaritch, who now catalogues it at 
£284 ! 

The British Museum authorities give the date as “[1570],” 
but there are reasons for thinking 1560, or thereabouts, nearer 
the mark. ; 

Of the author nothing 1s known beyond the fact that, as 
stated on the title-page, he was when the play was printed 
“* fate Student in Cambridge.” 

Mr. F. A. Herbert of the Manuscript Department 
of the British Museum, after comparing this facsimile with 
the original copy, reports that “the thinness of the paper 
of the original, and consequent showing through of the ik 
from the other side, makes many of the pages look blurred 
and difficult to read; and this defect ts necessarily to some 


v 


slight extent intensified in the photographs. I do not see how 
this could have been avoided; and in all other respects the 
reproduction is excellent.” 

Specific criticism is as follows :— 

(1) 18, % verso, dine 20, the ou of thou zs clearly 
printed in the original. A stain on the 
paper is somewhat over-exaggerated in the 
reproduction. 

(2) D. ev. verso, ines 5-12 are printed too heavily, 
and some letters are smudged which in 
original are clear. 


(3) G. tv. line 15, the second m of cOmaundement 
has no flaw in the original. 


JOHN S. FARMER. 
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@ Che Prologue tpenter, . 
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| GEbe Paologue, 
@ The Wrologue (peaker. | 


| Dwwe foralmuche as tn thelelatter dayes, 
\ Throughout the bole world tn cuerp tande 
OS, Vice Doth encreale,and Uoertue decapes 


_.. Sniquitie baupage the bpper bande. 


"ot longe atterchas, the childe began 


—- Metherfare tntende,qood gentile Bndfence, 


4 piette hort Jnterlude,to playeatthis petent 
Wefprpnge your leaue and quiet {cllence Si 


. Co thewe the fame,ag tg mete and expedient. 


‘The fame wberof, matter and arguinent, 
Ju two o2 the berles, briefely to Beciare, 
sSHynce that itis foz an bone intent, 


 ‘ZropiifometbhatbeRowempeare. | 


Sun the Lirte of London, there was a tyche waa 
Wie loupnge bis fonne moe tenderlpe, - 

DPoued byw eatneFlp now.and than, 

That he woulde qvue his mpude to Budpe. . 
HSaringe that bp bnowledge, (cpence, ant leatnpnge 
sSatthelatgottenapleafauntipie: = 

But throughe the toant,and lacke of this thpuge 


r ‘gs purchafed ponertte, fozotoe, and ftrpfe. 
~ His Sonnenotwithtandpnge.this gentle monicion 


Bs one that was cleane Deuopde of grates 
ZSypd turne Co a mocke,gnd open Derpon 
Soke wickedip with anbnthamefaiface. 
Bu fomuche that contearpe to bis fathers wll 
~ Wntoa ponge woman be dpd coufente, 
- Mberby of tute he might have bis fpll, 
Sud maryed the fameincontpnente. 


‘Cotecle bis wpites great iralenc ent 


Kaas The Ditebertent Chites, 
Bndcalled bpmleife bnbappyz man, | 
Dpprelled with papnesandheaupnes. 
Who before that ttine, Opd ipue bleedip, 
Wpiid be was vader his fathers wpnge 

But nowe bepage weddpd,inournpage and mplerpe 
— -Dpd bpm torent without endpage, 

But nowwe itis tpme fozmetobe gopage, — 

Bad toDeparte foz a ceetepnefpace, 

$03 Bdo heare the Rocbe man cdimpnge | 
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ie Sheatnogorencuiaaientreasi at : 
“geared mp Chpldehood, 9 rece san ie : 
. That bate me,pe playneilpdomake, > 
ee BIS, ta ‘Eth 
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Whe Dileberient Cites, 


€, The Father. 
€ J fee nothinge truetp mp Sonne fo mete 
Bnd 2 proue {a profptable for the 
43s buto the Schole fo mous thp feefe, 


With tudious Laddes, there fo2to be, 


The Soave, 
@ What the Srholeenape father.naye, 


| bo tothe Scheie is not the bet wape. 


@ The father. 


@ Sape tobat thou lpte, for F cannot inuent | An : ne: 


3 toape moze coimodpous fa mp Zud nt, 
¢ The Sonne, 393 


@it fg tell knowne howe that pebaueloued — 
* We heretofore at all tpines mot tenderipe 


But nev(ine thynse)pe aue plapneip Hewed 


-Certapne tokens ofhatred. | q 
-— « Fortf FJ Moulde goto my Sooke afteryonr aduple 

“Whtche paue (pent mp Chyldehood fo pestauaipy 

3 mape then feeme Depnen ont of aradpfe. = 


Wo take pape and woe, grvefe and wpferpe, 


 - Bil ehpnges F had rather fulkapne and. abpde : 
Che bufpnesof the Scbholeonescaktafpde, = 
- Cherfore thoughe pe ctype tplipeteue afundes — 


2 topli not meddle with fuch a matter. 
€ The Father. : 


“CWhy can aot Bee thusmmed pertwoader 


Foz that in mp myndeis the deft trade, 
a Che Sonne. 


~Whanallislatdeandallig done, 
‘Concernpnge allthynges both moze andlefle 
pretizbctothe Scholenonebuterthbe Sonne 


si sila to cpildzen foinuch — 
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The Wifebedient Coline. Ey 
(The father. 
@ What though it be payofull, tobat thoughtit be greucg, 
Forlo be all (hpnages af the frie leazupnges 
pet wnetuapious plealure tf b:pngeth bate bs 
4¢ a retwatde fo2 fuche papnes tabpuge. 
MOberfore come cfandbecfgoodcheate 
Bnd goto thy Booke without anp feare 
Seen snen milton ag 3 baue read) 
GPave voell bp compare ramen sbenre nee. 


@ Ao moze ‘moze ofthe Booke 
at toa on aot fez mp putpofe 

on tbhofle Gookes 5 eee: 
‘ite 1 dyD,mmp laboure 4 thould of, | 


OES ens eae 
ug aanee ear mte erae 
€ €uen ag toageeat inau-ocalebyantd pce, 

Soctuice and bandage i6.a parti 


So otoa both Bapatie and 
Seactenge ant rene oa reat Opleafrags. 


@ What mp Chpt afpnge 
cpram seinen 


| be Sonne. 
@.pca bp nip Heoaceedusta teas of 
$s to mp bearte 2 ee tothe 


sores brceaaas Boigaat 
CUbe Sonne. . 
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Che Witebevient Chinie.”- “Ene % 


othpnge moze cafpe then this to Howes 
SE other bopes bandes, § baueltiearned, - 
And that of thofe tcuclpe mot of allather 
| ‘ WObtch fora certen tpme have cemapned | 

- Ju the boule and prpfon of a Scholemapher 
 @4av ol watbat there fs fetpe 
ate ape, no mp | 
But tather Jove,pafpmesand pleafure:: - 


| Altvspes twith Secholers keppnge company, 


| $r0 ipfe to this, | the well akure. 
FC Ube Sonne. — 

| C{FItis not true Father which pou dofape, 
The contracpe thecofis pronedalwape, — 

 Fozas the Brute goeth bpmanpaone,’ 
—- Theit tender bodpes both apght and Bape 
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Thatfromtoppe to toe,thelepnis awape. 


C, Che father. 2 


Bee wobppped-and frourged, and beate lpkea fone ae 
. | 
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| 3s there not(faye thep)iorthem tathiseate, - - 


Gypuen ot per tobvle foz pardone fome places 
@{etbeSonne. 
(CAone truclp none, bul that alas,alag 
Zaifeafes amonge them Do qrotoe apale. 
Forout of theic backe and (phe Doth Hoe, - 


“Di verpe ooze bieade tuerueplous abundance, - 


. Bad pet foz all thatisnotfaifereD fogoe, . 
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Cll Death ve almok feene in Cheit countinaunce, 


Spbhoulde Z be content then thpther to rune, 


‘Where tbe bloudefrom mp breecbe Cbus dhonlde (puane, 


‘Spo longe as mp topttes (pall bemmpne otone, — 
Tpe Socholepoute forme (hall Fande aigne, 


em Tee | 
‘ _ 


ene *# 
end ee 
vs 


5 aa 

Fels woe j 
{ 

; 


See Witevesient cone, 9 


C The Father. 
Sut F am fure that this evade of farion 
gnvt Hewwed to chudien of boncit condicion. 
| € Vhe Sonce, | ; 
| Pi trooth toith thele 2Paiters is no Dpfiereace 


 Fopeiyes taugardes ali tbei wpatbe and dielimers 


Ube fatbete 
~—@ Sonne in this popat,thvou art quete Decepued — 
Bnd witvout Doudte faileip petfmaded 


 «Forttignottodveimdgedthatanp <scholemapher, 


| “$s of fo great fietfenes and cruclipe 
Bud of pooge Jntantes (a {ope atognenter 
Tpatthe _— be about to leaue the nic. 
| onne. — 
 « O Father this tupage ¥coulde not pane belewd 
 -‘Butoflate Dapes Fopo beboide ; 
 SayponeRwannesfonne beredpburped — - 
Which througde many frppes was Dead andeolde, 
a, The father. 
€ Dersuentare the Chiide of fome Difeate did lavoute.. 
Whte) was the canfeofbis Sepultuce. 
{ The Sonne. 
witb no Difcale fucelp, was he difquicted, 
Bs buto we tt was then moseia i 


el cbe fathe 

@ Bithat withno echateentianaiceaidh 

Wat was tye caule that be departed. | 
Tbe Sonne. 

@. Den Cape tyar ofthis man, big bloudp maphee 

he'Dolpae a Lyon meftcomonip frowned, 

5 :roge vangeB yp bythe beeles togpther. 

ere vealpaud buttocke greuoullpe whipped. 
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whe Difobenient Chitwey dei'E ad 


— And lak of all(tobtche to (peake meaniay 
Chat bis bebe tothe wall be beiten ceultyeD: 
al The pons me 6337 


& And F vsoalde toplths the tbe rade 

And not fox fache tales ay connfell shee ogg 

_ Mopich onlp Do couet thee laraedto mabe. 
@UheSonne 


Thepcouide not prpntit within bead 
bep ate sees inp nepele. 


- Cvetby thp fatbets wpliand intereeffion, 
_ Chou (hait be content that thinge to pardon, 
CheSonne. 


——- And FZ twill op sebyp puormpads to fulfpil, 

ande tothe Palmer fubmpttpnge 
= not obep itr to be plapne, nae 
Thoughe mich ats a thonianve Geemeg 3 beter 


- Cots me mp aescoclas igme, - 
Thts beauy and dotefull bapetofee. 


| CT graunt ia deve, Fam pour Sonne, 


But poump Father Malinotoe, sau — 


| Blthatpe vopll cat me into that prefon, 
‘Where toznein peices pemipghtme fee. 
Cmperey soateteetbe tose re 
’  “@D fLozd Feonlve not fucbe adeDetuent, — 
ee Pethr af -esomai Ga ea! 
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C.Commaunde what pe tpi, that onetp excepted, : 
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- © Thug tothynse Sonn mur veEe, ie } 
tetas ofe 
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-” q-aeroemodbenesand Gale tweees refent truely Book . 


But where as F Mulde to che 8 Srhole bane apd = 
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Eth S 
Carn bptbe MWatie, > bot bolde pe,e grote 
bole cruell tprauntes cut nat mp throte: 
Better it were inp leife bpd hepe, 
Then thep withthe Rodde wp Hefihe Moulde fepe. 
Well J woulde we dpd this tatse ompt, 
soentytaasaen rs euetp toppt. : 
€. The father. 
@ What trade thenCF prave the)thall J Deuple 
Wherot thp ipuinge at length mape arplee 
Wilte thoufolowe Warfare, and a Souldiour be pointed, ~ 
Bud fo amonge Crovangsead Gomapnes be tsa 
€{ The Sonne, 

@Seepenot maptersiny fatbersaduple 
_ Rauepetbelpheatanptimepardee = ‘i 
Lo wpli metherto,be ts not wple ies 
‘Jeep peacegand firength be Dpdeegarde, = > 
pe fpeabe wozfe and weale, what foeuer pelape, 
— Chis maner of iife ig nota good wape, és 
Fopnobyndeotofivcecanmepleate, — 
| ave sate totpouabes and Grokes altwaleg. 
— CSowwhat to do, it ig mete aud conueviet, ae 
—-Bplte thantbhen grue thy dyipgent endeuoure igi ty 
-— Coletthpvouth vabonetipbelpent . 7 
- SoU Do a5 poore bnaues, tobted Fares vo fcourer 3 
So, |donotfeetbatanpgood arte = eek 
Dreig anp bonett Sicnee,oz occupation © Age 
Thou tworlte be content to baue a patte ' 
tise the fatiees mene RAD Arve ree, te 
| @ The Sonne, oo 
€Bs,ba,ha,alabouce in berpe Deede, 

Ged fend pom that pte which fanbes in neede. 
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ew ~ ~ 


There | 


ahd 


Whe Ditobersient Childs, - 
Chere be manp fathers tbat chpldzen Hane 


. Bndpet not make the wo2k of them a tlaue, 


MWtght not pou ofpour felfebewellafwamned 
wpicb wolde Paue pout fonne thpther coumragneve 
@ The father. 


a a3 woulde not paue the Dipuento tbat ficcoure, 
- get fox bycuule the Scriptures Declare, b 


Chat be Moulde not cate, vopich wopli not laboure ahs 


- Sore worke todo tt mukk be thpcare. — 


@ The Sonne. 


*. (Father, it ts but a folpe twit poutodrpue 


But pet eee ore 4 bope tothipue 


@ Che Father. a 
eh ‘Spnetatentemapetotegoudfocete | 


peape God bartelp of pps gootnes. 
@UbeSonn - | 
© well; welt, wail J in fewe tuordeseebertes 
wpat thinge Doth wok mp Confeience pecter 
q The Father. wile Ahad 
| CTperwith §/am Sonne berp toe contented, | 


@ Tbe Sonne. . 
€xea but 7 thpube that pe wpll not be pleated. 
@ The Father. : 
B amar focpaunce. @ 
CAavpe but J praye ve without any perchaunce, 
-: Spall not mp cequek turne a a ti 
@ The Father. 

Cilitbeme andiavfull, which thouborftrequyze.. 
@Tpe Sonne. 
teeter nofteare. ey 

¢ father. ¥ 
Csi. Cfo 


| Whe Difobedtent Childe, 
Powe therfore afte, twhatis thppetictone ch | 

GTbe Sonne. ee 
toe this itis toitbout further Dilacton, eiop 
$02 Comurh og all poagiuen fo2 thts mp. Reve 20 
Hs the Woone,the arres,¥ Dofatreereell, 
@ jerforz outof baade, wit iheh (olesatopie, = 
To have a wife(me sheape reals Dotwell, 
$01 no\o Jam ponatsipucle, Aad lnitte, 
Bud welcome r were rt mennes companye.. Yes 

The fa - 

€.Good Lozd,goad Word, that Do 3 perce 

- Che Sonne. 
38 this pour gto to peefouine inp bere. 


qaias inp pebpior, Ee ch thp dDotpngee | 
Mbp Dock thou coust thy otone budopage ¢ | 

“‘CLbe Sonne. +, 
€ Fbuotwe not tn £2 boride hot sane hethriae 
What to bis ee pabtenge. 


« ae ther. 
C why foolptae cot, e@ about topte 
Which ig a burtben andpoke all thy Ivf. 


€[ The Sonne. 
@ Adinpt (he Hall ag.a burthen with meremapnes — 
art ping po wopll 9 ert hy 


CSonne it oa uot be thug bp mp countell, 
@ The Sonne, —. 
© (true pe wpli not me ofberwple comnpell, . 
a The Father. 
€ Bthou were ag wple, as FB haue fudged tbe : 
a woldet tn thig cafe be tuted bp We 


Cte 


Lhe Witebevient Chile. 
; € To folotwe the contearpe 4 can not be turned 


app hartetheronistpilpficed.. aie 


Cehe father. .. ee 
(robat IepeabouttioeoinaeDideuton Sd 0 


y* 
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1 Ao,no,but about mpne otone faluations 
Fortf Foe Helped, Pfrwere bp the Walle, 
Ft is onclp Darpagetbhat bapngesitte palle, . 
Bt isnot the Schole,ttis not tc 
Gtis not Science os Decupacion, - 
- Jets not to bea Barbouro, Cooke 
_ Bberein tg noto (et mp confolacion. — 
.- Bnd (pate tt is thus, be father content 
F0d2zfo matyve a topfe, F amfull bent. ~ 
| Ctbefather. - 2. | 
@ Well if thou torit not inp Sonne, be ruled ; 


Wake hede hereafter tf thou be troubled - 

St metbounenerfeeberedzelle, . 

For Famcetteynthoncant notabpde 

 Bnppapne at all,grpefe,ozveracton, = 
Fu Chpldpoad with me foeately bpd hyde 

ullof all paftpme anDDelectacpon.. . - | 

— Bnd if thouvoalde# folome the Sooke andiearanngh, 

Aad with thp felfe alfo, Cabe a topfe voape: aa 

Chen thou map get agentienansipaynge — 

Ind with manpotberbeareagreatftoape, 

_ Belpdes this @woldeintiinetocome — 

~. Biter inp powersand fnallbabpiptie, 

. Beipe the andfurther the,ag mp twpldome, — 
Pear we nok meee felfontby Commodti : 


er 


GGbesonn. ae. 


Butnedestupltfolowetbne ownefoolpienes, 


nb | 
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Whe Wifobedient Chiive. 


Bnd fuch s topfe Jwoulde prepare foz the 
Bs Houlde se bertueus, wife and boneft, 
And gpue the wopth her after mp Degrer, 
wbeeop thou mighteft altoapes ipue tn tet. 
The Sonne. 
€3 cannot, J tell pe agapne,fo much of mp Ipfe 
Confume at mp Booke without a twopfe, 
€ Che Father. 
3 percepue therfore, J baue Done te well 
Bnd Hewed ouce much fauoute to the, 
That now agapn me thon Doek cevell 
And fo2 thpne ovone furtheraunce vopit not agree, 
Wherfore of mp goodes thou gettek not a penp 
#202 anpe (uccoure els at np andes 
—- For fach a chtide is mok bnworthp 
 Cohaue acp parte of bis fathers landes. 
@.UbeSonone. | 
@.7 Dd not efeine Fathee pout goodes oplandeg 
D2 anp parte of all pout treafure, 
for Ziudge it pnoughe to be out ‘of bandes 
| Mind from this Dape fozward to take mp pleatute. 
. The father, 
@ Mell, tf it Hail chaunce the thy folpe fo repent 
Ms thou art ipke votthin Gort {pace, 
Thypnke none but thp lelfe worthy to be Henk, 
Aettpnge mp councell to take no place. 
€ The Sonne, 
a. $e touchpnge that matter, 9 topll no rable ch 
J2onp farewell father,mok hartelp for the fame. 
a The father. - 
EL Farewell i; ee tn per name. 
ODEs 
¢ Bome 


Whe Difebedient Chiles, — 
@ Rome F fape rome, let me be gone | 
Dp Lather fhe pk, Hall tarpe atone. 
_ QWere the Sonne goeth out and the 
Ryche man tarpeth bebinde alone. 
; @ Che father. - 
Dwe at the tat J Co mp felfe confpder 
Bowe great guicfe it is and beupneg, 
NF Toenerp man, that isa Fesper, 
To fuffee bis chpide to folotve twantonnes, 
— BE Z wpabtipue a bundzed peareslongec 


Bnd Hhoulde haue fonnes and daughters tmanp ie 


pet for this Bopes fake, J topll not falter, 
MOne of Chein all at home with me fo tacpe, 

_ Thep Houlde not be kept thus dader mp wypnge 
Sud haucalltbat which thepdelpre, 
Fortwbpitts but theproneiphnadornge . 

‘ZBni after the Pzouerbe, we puf opie to the fpie.. 


Wherfoze twoearentes mubbauearegarde. = 


Mut Chpldien in time for to fabdue 

Dr els we hall bane them cuer bntowarde, 
pea, fpptefull, Difdapntull, nought, and bateue.. 
Bnd let bs them thane slinape to the Schole 


mberby at theic Beokes they mape be kept bnders 


Bnd fo we hail Hortelp theit courage coole, 


Bad bapoge them te ponetie, bertue and Purture, 


Wut alas noto's Dapes(the moze isthe pptye): 
<nclence and learnpuge ig fo iptell regarded). 
Whatnoneofhsalidothmufeorztudpe —_ 
Ta (ee ont chpldzen well taught andtntencted, 


We decke Eheim. toe tepim then with gorgious arape 7 


‘We painpre and fede them, and &epetbem lo gape 
That inthe ende of all this, thep be out foes. 


2 


eg whet a6 Rs > . 


we 


She Difobevient Chilve. 


we bitte them, kyle them tie lrcketounbe about 
MWe meruatle andwondectofesthemfoleame = = = - ? 
Me euer anone Doe fnuent and feke out,’ ~ 
— Comabethem goctricklic, gallarat, anYcleane. 
— Mbichis nothpng els, but the verp prouokyn ge ; .. 
| 3 mttet) po ee eeierane Re ae 
pu ana , ae 
Their fathersandmothersatlengthetodefpe, = == 
Which thing mpne otone Sonne mor Declare. 
. Mbowm 3 altwapes tntierlp bauvtoued, « | 
- Be was fo my Zope, be was fo mpcare 
That now ofthe fame FZ am delpifed. Sesion 
And now be is hence frome Departed, — isaac (tga anan 
Be bath no Dev Or eee, Apatite. 
_ Beignot snesvelOtet ie ee ee ep, aetna 
‘Be bath of snaverpe tooke fuch afmell. ; 
| series Keone tar be ie iy Sonne, 
Be me conftrapneopttetip to bocepe, 
es no{(ime thpabe wel tpl 3 Begone 
Hoa this place ‘can no lenger 
the Ryche man goethout — 
“and the tive Cookes cometh in | 
L38 ledicreteare riverine aesnarcnst 


@TvedPancooke, 
be bot Blanche Blabbeit outvecomes fwape 
\\ Foz toshauepnoughttodoalitbistwboleBape, 
Wbp Biaunche biabbe tt rere aot -onaniescneced i 
| 0 nnouct bat bupees thesis tobe bene TF, 
 -‘Bitbou mape veterwtththepot attppnole «2. . 
 Thoucaresnos pow schevisttonsqeesy’ nc ee : 
Comme a wape Fopd the, anDtatvenolonger gi 
i ens am much the better, 
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